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   Foster Mahoning Kids  

   Open Your Heart & Home To 

Stabilizing Families Harmed by       

Parental Addiction is Goal of New 

State-Wide START Program   

Mahoning County      
Children Services is one 
46 Ohio Counties        
implementing the 
Ohio START (Sobriety, 
Treatment and Reducing Trauma) Program. The START    
Program  is an evidence-informed children services-led    
intervention model that helps public children services    
agencies (PCSAs) bring together caseworkers, behavioral 
health providers, and family peer mentors into teams      
dedicated to helping families struggling with co-occurring 
child maltreatment and substance use disorder. Each County 
program employs at least 1 START caseworker and 1 START 
Family Peer Mentor who partner to serve a caseload of 10-
12 families. To date, the program has served nearly 300   
families, 900 individuals and 500 children.  

                                                                                                        
SEE START Continued on page 6  

 

$1 Million Dollar Investment Will 
Create “Emergency Response Team” 
to Help Stabilize County Children 
Services Agencies in Crisis 
COLUMBUS, OHIO – The Ohio Department of Job and   
Family Services (ODJFS) will invest nearly $1 million creating 
an  Emergency Response Fund to help county children     
services agencies struggling with historically large           
caseloads, caseworker burnout and turnover, and           
unprecedented challenges caused by the drug epidemic. 

“The current biennial budget made historic investments in 
children services to help Ohio’s communities respond to 
this complex combination of challenges,” said ODJFS       
Director Kimberly Hall.           

                                                            SEE EMERGENCY Page 5 
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Children Services Advisory 
Committee Adds 2 New  
Members  
 
Philip Volpe-Monrean has recently joined the 
Mahoning County Children Services Advisory   
Committee. He is currently a Wealth and       
Financial Advisor with Morgan Stanley.         
Welcome Philip!  
 
David Magura is the Children Services Advisory 
Committee’s most recent addition. Magura 
currently serves as Chief of Probation at 
Youngstown Municipal Court. He is also a 
member of the Community Initiative to Reduce 
Violence, Ohio Attorney General Office’s       
Fugitive Safe Surrender Program, Ohio          
Supreme Court’s Technology Grant Review 
Committee and OSU Alumni  Association’s 
Scholarship Review Committee.  
Welcome David! 
 
Mahoning County Children Services Advisory 
Committee is comprised of all volunteers who 
will serve in an advisory capacity. Members can 
be from a variety of backgrounds or    profes-
sions,  must be a Mahoning Valley resident and 
have an interest in child welfare. The Com-
mittee normally meets four times per year and 
meetings last an hour to an hour and a half. To 
learn more please contact via email:  
Jennifer.Kollar@jfs.ohio.gov 
 
For a complete list of Current Advisory  
Committee Members and the Committee’s 
Mission and Purpose: Visit the Agency’s web-
site: Mahoningkids.com 
http://www.mahoningkids.com/advisory-
committee/  

Visit our website to read more about our 
Board & Advisory Members and to learn 
more about Mahoning County Children 

Services:  

Mahoningkids.com 
        http://www.mahoningkids.com/  

http://www.mahoningkids.com/advisory-committee/
http://www.mahoningkids.com/advisory-committee/
http://www.mahoningkids.com/
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Samuel Moffie was appointed to the Mahoning 
County Children Services Board in 2020 for a 
three-year term. An active public servant,        
Samuel is also currently serving as a Poland      
Village Councilman. For the last seven years, he 
has served in a variety of roles during his employ-
ment with the Youngstown City Schools. In addi-
tion, Samuel has been a small business operator 
for over 25 years.  He is also the author of five 
fiction novels. He is a graduate of Wittenberg   
University and a Boardman High School alumnus.  
He is married to Juliette. Samuel is the proud   
father of five children and seven grandchildren.  

Mahoning County Children Services Board is comprised of nine members who 
are appointed by the Mahoning County Commissioners.  

Children Services Board 
Name New Officers 
Officers are elected by a majority of the board 
membership and serve two-year terms.  

   
 
 
 
For a complete list of Current Children Services  
Board Members, visit the Agency’s website:  
mahoningkids.com:  http://
www.mahoningkids.com/board-members/ 

     

 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Lewis W. Macklin, II is a returning member 
of the Children Services Board. Prior to his depar-
ture after serving several consecutive terms, Rev. 
Macklin led the Board as  Chairman. Rev. Macklin 
has been a passionate advocate and champion of 
children’s  welfare and issues impacting children.  
He served as past National Vice President of the One 
Church One Child, Inc. and local chairman of the   
Mahoning County’s “One Church One Child” initia-
tive to encourage foster and adoption. The Vindica-
tor      Newspaper recognized Rev. Macklin as one of 
the “Persons Who Made a Difference,” for supporting initiatives of the 
Youngstown City School District. He currently serves as the Lead Pastor of Ho-
ly Trinity Missionary   Baptist Church. Rev. Macklin has an undying commit-
ment to nurture and strengthen family. He and his wife, Dorothy are blessed 
with the joy of 4 daughters and a son and an ever-expanding extended family 
who include other youth they have committed to mentor. Dubbed “Father 
Abraham” Pastor Macklin cites the blessing of having natural and    supernatu-
ral children as the Macklins openly practice and support adoption and caring 
for children as their promise! The Macklin Family is blessed to usher another 
generation with the birth of their six  grandchildren.   

VICE CHAIRMAN 
Dr. Benjamin McGee 
No Photo Available  

  CHAIRMAN                         SECRETARY 
Dr. Joseph Mosca             Marilyn Montes 

Anthony Spano    
departs the            
Mahoning County 
Children Services 
Board after eight 
years of  

distinguished         
service. During his 
time on the         
Children Services 
Board, Spano 
served in several 
key roles: Board 
Secretary and on 
the Nominating       
Committee.          
Best Wishes Tony!   

Anthony Spano 

Farewell & Best Wishes             

Samuel Moffie 

Rev. Dr. Lewis W. Macklin 
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EMERGENCY  
Continued from page 1 

 
“The Emergency Response 
Fund will  allow us to       
quickly   implement addi-
tional, targeted strategies 
to assist county agencies 
during times of immediate 
need or crisis, such as a 
large-scale staff turnover, 
child fatality, documented              
performance concerns, or 
other emergencies.”  

The investment will fund 
the creation of a three-

person Emergency        
Response Team, which can 
nimbly respond to county 
agencies in crisis by     
offering intensive training 
and   technical assistance 
in the short term. To help 
with long-term needs, the 
fund may also be used for 
statewide caseworker  
recruitment and retention 
efforts and other capacity 
challenges that counties 
may face, such as home 
study assessments for     
foster and adoptive        
parents.  

 

Mahoning County Children  
 Services Nominees Receive  

State-Wide Achievement Awards 
 
Each year Public Children Services Association of Ohio  (PCSAO), the      
organization that represents all 88 Ohio public children services agencies, 
has a call for nominations to select Support Staff, Casework and Journalist 
of the Year Awards. Mahoning County Children Services was fortunate to 
have two nominations that were selected for state-wide honors including 
Kathy Thomas, Mahoning County Children Services for “Support Staff of 
the Year” and Jennifer Brindisi, News Anchor, WFMJ-TV 21 names 
“Journalist of the Year.”                                      
                           
                           C O N T I N UE D  O N  P A GE  6 |  SE E  W I N N E RS  

Staff News 
Joe Lenzo, Caseworker, Intake Services             
Department, Mahoning County Children Services 
recently earned his Master of Science in Social  
Administration from Case Western Reserve      
University.  Congratulations Joe!               

Annual Community 
Report Available  

To Review the Agency’s Most Recent 
Annual Report and to see past Re-
ports visit: 
http://www.mahoningkids.com/wp-
content/uploads/2020/01/2018-
MCCS-Annual-Report_LOW-
RES.FINAL_.1.pdf 
  
 

 

Mahoning County Children Services Health and Safety    
Committee is dedicated to maintaining the safety and well-
being of all Mahoning County Children Services Board 
(MCCSB) employees. The committee meets monthly to   
discuss and make recommendations to help improve the 
overall safety of staff, as well as the work environment of 
the Agency. If staff have a question or concern, contact a 
committee member: 
 

The Health and Safety Members: 

Agency Health & Safety   
Committee News Corner 

Cynthia Berend   
 Rona Curtis 
Marisa Litch 

 Christine Powell 

Meghan Tarantino 
Kimberly Wilson 

Dave Workley 

 Website: Mahoningkids.com  

Mahoning County Children Services @MahoningKids            

  MC Children Services @MahoningKids 

Keep Connected With Us  @ 

mahoningkidz  

http://www.mahoningkids.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/2018-MCCS-Annual-Report_LOW-RES.FINAL_.1.pdf
http://www.mahoningkids.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/2018-MCCS-Annual-Report_LOW-RES.FINAL_.1.pdf
http://www.mahoningkids.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/2018-MCCS-Annual-Report_LOW-RES.FINAL_.1.pdf
http://www.mahoningkids.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/2018-MCCS-Annual-Report_LOW-RES.FINAL_.1.pdf
http://www.mahoningkids.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/2018-MCCS-Annual-Report_LOW-RES.FINAL_.1.pdf
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CHILD PROTECTION   
SUPPORT STAFF OF 
THE YEAR  
KATHY THOMAS  
MAHONING     
COUNTY CHILDREN 
SERVICES  

 
Support staff are the unsung heroes of children services 
agencies. They keep the lights on, get the bills paid, and 
make it possible for the caseworkers and supervisors to 
serve children and families. This year’s support staff of the 
year, Kathy Thomas, has tenure that stretches back 34 
years, arrives early to work, does her job with efficiency and 
accuracy, and rarely calls off. Having held various positions 
over more than three decades, Kathy Thomas  is the institu-
tional memory of the agency. She can tell you why some-
thing is done the way it is, when it changed, and how it 
works. Her own supervisor admits that our award winner 
taught her how to supervise her. Her coworkers appreciate 
that she is consistent in demeanor and attitude; in fact, 
she’s one of the most approachable and friendly people in 
the    agency. She is task oriented, reliable and always 100 
percent accurate, but she also values relationships.         
Accountability, honesty and reliability are hallmarks of her 
work, but open-mindedness and compassion are also traits 
recognized by fellow staff, foster and adoptive parents, and 
agency vendors. She is an outstanding leader and trainer in 
her unit and appreciated throughout the agency.   
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JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR 
JENNIFER BRINDISI   
WFMJ  NEWS ANCHOR  

 
A respected and trusted veteran news 
anchor and reporter, Jennifer Brindisi is 
also known throughout Mahoning, Trum-
bull and Columbiana counties and western Pennsylvania as an  ardent 
champion of children and families. Jennifer Brindisi of WFMJ     
Youngstown received the Public Children Services  Association of 
Ohio’s (PCSAO) 2019 Outstanding Journalist of the Year Award for her 
recurring segment covering issues related to child abuse, foster care 
and adoption. In May 2017, Mahoning County Children  Services 
launched a community outreach effort to bolster the number of     
licensed foster parents. Jennifer took notice. To heighten awareness 
of the need for caregivers and of issues affecting children and         
families, she launched a monthly TV segment with Mahoning County 
Children Services called the “Kids Matter Project.” Monthly topics are          
identified in consultation with Mahoning County   Children Services. 
Topics have included Ohio Governor DeWine’s budget investments 
for Ohio’s    county public children services agencies, holiday anxiety 
for foster and former foster youth, positive parenting tips, the opioid 
crisis, kinship care, and reunification as well as  Mahoning County 
Children Services community events.  Many of these topics would not 
have been given the focus they deserve on broadcast television.      
Jennifer’s enthusiasm and compassion have made this segment a   
staple of the mid-day news lineup. Jennifer was willing to use her   
professional position to harness the power of television by creating 
an innovative and first-of-its-kind forum that reaches thousands of 
households in this viewing area.  

START PROGRAM 
Continued from page 1 

 
The Ohio Sobriety Treatment and Reducing Trauma (START) 
Model is an adaptation of the national Sobriety, Treatment and 
Recovery Teams (START) Model, an evidence-informed child 
welfare led intervention for families that has been shown, 
when implemented with fidelity, to improve outcomes for both 
parents and children affected by child maltreatment and       
parental substance use disorders.  
 
Ohio START is being led by the Public Children Services          
Association of Ohio in partnership with the Office of Ohio Gov-
ernor Mike DeWine, the Ohio Department of Job and Family 

Services, the Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction 
Services and the Ohio Attorney General’s Office.  
 
Each County implementing Ohio START has their own START 
team within the county. Teams are made up of Caseworkers, 
Family Peer Mentors, Supervisors, Administrators, and Behav-
ioral Health Providers.  
 
To get in contact with your local START team, contact your local 
public children services agency (PCSA) for more information.  
In Mahoning County, contact Mahoning County Children      
Services: 330.941.8888  
 
For more information: https://ohiostart.org/  

https://ohiostart.org/
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Agency Peer Recognition Committee Reports  
Huge Success for First Holiday Pop-Up Shop Event   

The Agency’s Peer Recognition Committee is 
charged with a mission to: identify, recognize, and  
reward exemplary work performance of all staff in 
order to increase employee morale and to        
reinforce professionalism, instill work ethic and 
behaviors, traits and skills that will lead to a     
successful outcomes and expectations for all 
Agency employees.    
 
To align with its mission, Committee Members 
wanted to create a fun event not only for Agency 
staff,  but also one that would embrace  and     
encourage community-wide participation.  As 
such,  the  Holiday Pop-Up Vendor Shop Event was 
born.  
 
The First Annual Event boasted over 200 shoppers 
with 36 artisans/vendors featuring a  variety  
items for sale such as: hand-crocheted knitwear, 
holiday décor   jewelry, wooden crafts, hand-
made soaps, and many, many more. 
 
For more information, contact Meghan Tarantino, 
Mahoning County Children Services 
330.941.8888.  

SAVE THE DATE!  
Nov. 20.2020 

Pop-Up Shop:  
Holiday Shoppers 
stop at a variety of 
local   artisans and         
vendor tables at  
Mahoning County 
Children Services 
First Annual Holiday 
Pop-Up Vendor 
Shop. 

Thank You Project MKC for  
Continued Support of Mahoning 
County Children Services 
Mahoning County Children Services is proud to partner with Project 
MKC, a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization located in Youngstown, 
dedicated to serving the most vulnerable children in Mahoning    
County and the surrounding northeast Ohio region. Project MKC  
recently donated over 500 Pair of Socks to Mahoning County       
Children Services! Project MKC mission is to make the lives of      
children and their families a little brighter focusing on their individu-
al needs with the help of volunteers. Their programs provide daily essentials and positive emotional      
experiences to children and their families by boosting confidence and lifting spirits. Through our        
partnership, the Agency receives vital items such as: diapers, wipes, formula, Comfort Kits to distribute 
to youth entering or leaving Foster Care. Project MKC is funded exclusively by donations, and 100% of 
donations go directly to their programming.   
 
To learn more about Project MKC:  www.projectmkc.org or like them on Facebook @ Project MKC! 

Do Your Part to 

PREVENT 
Child Abuse & Neglect 

REPORT IT 
When Suspected 

CONTACT  
Your County’s public 

Children Services  
Agency or local Law 

Enforcement. 
 

Mahoning County  
Children Services  

24-Hour Report Line 

330.941.8888 
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Children Services’ Staffers Donate Time & Labor at Lowe’s Community Bed Build 
Project for Youngstown Local Sleep In Heavenly Peace Chapter 

 

<<<<< 
Team CSB Bed 
Builders:                    
Seated: Nicole 
M, Meghan T., 
Back Row: Chris 
F, Jenn K., 
Juanita DM, 
Erica C. 

L owe’s Home          

Improvement called 

upon community              

organizations to              

participate in their “Lowes 

Heroes Project 2019”  to 

help with a Community 

Bed Build  held October 

27, 2019. The project di-

rectly benefitted the Youngstown, Ohio 

Chapter of  Sleep in Heavenly Peace.  

Sleep in Heavenly Peace (SHP) is a non-

profit organization that works in our 

community to help build bunk beds for 

children and families in need. 15 beds 

were built  at this event.  Sleep in      

Heavenly Peaces’ Mission statement 

is:  "No kid sleeps on the floor in our 

town." Jeff Watkins, President of 

the  SHP Youngstown Chapter, says since 

its start in Youngstown, the local chapter 

has delivered more than 60 beds to local 

children in need.  At any given time in the 

Youngstown area alone there are more 

than 300 request for beds.  

Many of the beds built by SHP Bed Builds 

also benefit the children and families on 

Mahoning County Children Services’ 

caseloads.  

What is a Bunk Bed Build: It starts with a pile of lumber that is set up 
as an assembly line.  Each Assembly Station has a specific job to do and 
every Station  equally important to the next station so that by the end 
of the assembly line a finished bed frame is created.  Donations of the 
bed to children and families include: the bed with frame, mattress,   
pillows, sheets and blankets.  The child can immediately sleep on it 
since it is ready to go. For more information on Sleep in Heavenly 
Peace: https://www.shpbeds.org/  

Busy Builders:  Children Services’  
Staffers:  Juanita D.M. and Meghan, T.  

Community Night 
The Coalition for a Drug-Free          
Mahoning County sponsored a 
“Mental Health & Recovery Night” at 
a Youngstown Phantoms Hockey 
Game January 24th. Community     
organizations were invited to have informational ta-
bles as well as provide tickets to clients to attend the 
game. 
Pictured: (Left to Right) Mahoning County Children 
Services Staffers: Victoria Baughman, Special Events   
Coordinator, Nicole M, and Taylor K., Case Work Staff. 

https://www.shpbeds.org/
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M ahoning County Children Services 

has been able to make the 

Holidays a little brighter and joyous for 

hundreds of Mahoning County children 

thanks to the numerous and generous 

spirit of individuals, organizations, 

businesses and corporations who sponsor 

children, donate toys, new winter 

apparel, clothing and provide financial 

gifts.  The gifts collected are given to 

children—including infants to 18-years-

old—who receive case management 

services from Mahoning County Children 

Services.  Often, the gifts contributed by 

our generous donors are the ONLY gifts 

the children receive for the Holiday.   

"Gifts for Kids” Campaign Brightens Holidays for Hundreds of County Kids  

 

1. Toys for Tots Marines deliver hundreds of toys for our Annual Christmas Gifts for Kids 
Campaign. Pictured: James Luther, Michele Kuhar, Jenn Kollar, Sgt. Gogulski and Victoria 
Baughman. 
2 Tracey Lamb (left) Case Manager,  presents a check to Jenn Kollar, MCCS, from the 
Women in Corrections., Ohio State Penitentiary. 
3. Students from the  from Akiva Academy proudly present a large collection of  new 
warm and cozy pajamas for Children Services. The pajamas were  collected by students of 
the Academy’s Robotics Program.  
4. Lindsey Villanueva donates hundreds of new winter coats in a variety of sizes for in-
fants to teens served by Mahoning Children Services, 
5. Carol Giese, a local Avon Rep, donates Avon’s Signature plush stuffed animal each year. 
This year Avon featured Finley the Fox which was a hit with the kids. 
 6. The Agency’s ‘Pop-Up Toy/Gift Shop”  featuring hundreds of donated new toys, coats, 
clothing, and kid-friendly items all give to children and teens on our caseloads. 
7. Vicki Palmer, a local Avon Rep and Foster Parent along with her friend drop off hun-
dreds of “Finley the Foxes”— Avon’s 2019 Signature Plush Stuffed animal. 
8. Bikes for all ages donated by Toys for Tots. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

8 

6 
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Adoption Day Celebrates  
“Family is Everything” 

N ovember marks National      
Adoption Awareness Month. 

Each year courts, child welfare       
agencies and community partners join 
together on one day to do something 
AMAZING—create forever families! 
On November 1, 2019, in the Mahoning 
County Courthouse Rotunda, together, 
Mahoning County     Children    Services  
and Mahoning County Probate Court co
-hosted the “Sixth Annual Adoption Day      
Celebration Event.” Each year, the com-
munity is cordially invited to this public 
event.  
The 2019 Adoption Day Celebration 
featured two children,  Jackson and 
Nathan’s  Adoption Finalizations. The 
boys were adopted by two different 
families.  
National Adoption Day is a collective 
national effort to raise awareness of 
the more than 123,000 children across 
the nation who are waiting in foster 
care for an adoptive family. This one 
day offers communities the opportunity 
to finalize adoptions, celebrate adop-
tive families and find homes for chil-
dren in foster care.   
Local Waiting Children: In Ohio,    
adoption services are provided by    
public children services agencies like 

Mahoning County Children Services.  
“This is our opportunity to bring atten-
tion to the hundreds of local children in 
foster care and to make a difference in 
the lives of these children. If we can 
connect one child with an adoptive 
family with this event, it’s a success,” 
states Judge Robert N. Rusu, Jr.,       
Mahoning County Probate Court. 
National Stats: Children in foster care 
will spend at least three birthdays 
waiting for their forever families and 
the longer children are in foster care, 
the more at risk they are of growing up 
in care and leaving without getting 
adopted. Each year, over 20,000 chil-
dren (over 1,000 in Ohio alone) emanci-
pate out of foster care at 18 years old 
without a permanent family or home.  
Mahoning County Children Services is 
in immediate and great need of foster 
homes for children of all ages. “There is 
a critical shortage of licensed foster 
caregivers in Mahoning County,” ex-
plains Jennifer T. Kollar, Public Infor-
mation Officer, Mahoning County Chil-
dren Services.  “Our goal is to decrease 
the number of children waiting for 
adoptive families and identify and re-
cruit as many new adoptive and foster 
homes,” states Kollar. 

Learn more about Mahoning County Waiting Children  
Seeking Adoptive Families:  

www.mahoningkids.com/waiting-children/ 

Nathan with Judge Robert N. Rusu, Jr. 

The Cain Family 

Jackson with Judge Robert N. Rusu, Jr. 

The Gilmartin Family 
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